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ADAM CHĘTNIK 25 

KPATKOE COl{EPJKAHli!E 

)K:M3Hh, HayqHaa .vr o6~e·cTBeHHaa ,n;eaTeJihHJOCTb A. XeHTHMKa Hepa3phmHo 

cBa3aHbi ·C KypnoBCKMM perMOHOM. OH aBJiaeTca ocHOBaTeJieM My3ea ·B HoBorpo,n;e, 

B KOtTOpOM CI06paHbi IIatMHT'HMKiM 'MaTepMiaJibHoM KYJibTYPbi M cPOJibKJIO:pa KypnOB. 

3TOT yctiTeiiiHJO pa3BMJBalO~MMCH My3e:i1 pa3pyillMJIM rMTJiepOBCKJMe 3axaaT'"IM:K.M B rre­

p~ II MVliPOIBOM iHOMHbi. no •OKIOfH'"IaJHMJM BOMHbi A. XeHTHMK C03,n;aeT BTOPM'"IHO 

My3e:i1 KypnOB B pa:tiOHHOM ropo,n;e JIOMJKe M TaK Ha3hiBaeMhi:ti My3e:i1 HC:i. OTKpbiTOM 

B03,D;yXe (CKaJHCeiH) B HOBOII'po,n;e. 06a B3aJVIMH!O ,ll;'Of110JIHHIO~Meca My3eH lifMeiOT 6:0Jib­

IIIyiO HayqHyiO M ,!l;J.1,D;aKTH'-1€CKYIO QeHHOCTb. 

HayqHaa .,n;.eaTeJibHOC'I'b A. XeHTHJ1,Ka oqeHb 6oraTa :M pa3Hoo6pa3Ha. OH aBJia­

eTca C'TOpOHHHK.OJM "apxaM3Ma" KypnoB, KOTO'PhiX •OH ·cq·wraeT caMbiMM cTaipllllliiMM 

JKv.tT€JIHMH ny~ Ha p. Hape,B. E11o HayqHaa .,n;eaTeJihHOCTb nocBa~eHla He TOJibKO 

MaTepMaJibHO:ti KYJibType Hapo,n;a KypnOB, HO TaKJKe ,n;yXOBHO:ti KYJihType M l1CTOpMM 

06JiaCT·JiL, JISJK'a~e:ti Ha peK:e HapeB. C HJeKO'l10J)blMJM MHT€pnpe'I'aQ.MHMM J1 BblBO;D;aMIJii 

A. XeHTHMKra, OTHO,CHIQ.~Mca K cl;>aiKTaM J-!3 ~C'l10pMJM ,J1 JKJM'3HM KyprrOB, He Bcer,n;a 

MOJKHO COrJiaCIHTbCH B CBeTe HOBeMIIIMX MCCJie,D;OBaHM:ti. · TeM He MeHee, 3aCJiyrM 

A. X€H'NlliKa B o6JiaCTIM nonyJIHPM3aqMJM 3THiorpa<PMqecKo:i1 JI.I M•CT,OpiMqecKo:ti npo-

6JI.eMaTMK:M ·orpoMHhi, M noToMy, B 1CBH3M c ero. 75-Jie'l1J.feM, peJl:aKQ.MH "Be.riO<cTOKCKO\I'O 

EJKero,n;HHKa" nc1CBHT:MJia eMy HacToall!l;;I:ti 1:-oM 3Toro H3,n;aHMa. 

SUMMARY 

A Chętnik's life, his scientific creativeness· and his social activities are 

intimately linked with the Kurpie Region. He founded at Nowogród a museum, 

in which testimany to the Kurpie material culture and its folklore was accumulated. 

This museum, a very successful creation, was completely destroyed during the 

Second World War by Hitler's hordes. · 

Following the war, A. Chętnik built up a new Kurpie Museum in Łomża, 

a county seat, combining it with what is called an open-air museum (skansen) 

at Nowogród. Both these institutions, supplementing each other, are of high 

scientific and didactic value. 

A. Chętnik's scientific wark was prolific and diversified. He was in favour of 

Kurpie "archaism", considering these people the most ancien t inhabitants of the 

Narew virgin forests. His publications embrace I)Ot only studies of the material 

culture of the Kurpie population, but also their intellectual achievements as well 

as much historical data on the whole region along the banks orf the Narew. 

Chętnik's interpretation and conclusions refer to various facts in Kurpie history 

and life, not all of which, however, can be upheld in the light of more recent 

research. Even so, the services rendered by A. Chętnik in popularizing ethno­

graphical problems are of immense value; because of this, the editors of "Rocznik 

Białostocki" ("The Białystok Annals") dedicate this year's volume to this man, in 

mernory of the 75th anniversary of his birth. 


